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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the Amendment filed on June 3, 2005, which 
paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 19, 25, and 31-47 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 19, 25, and 31-47 have been 
considered but are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 19, 25, and 31-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Seymour etal (hereinafter Seymour), U.S. Patent No. 6,871,190, in 
view of Ojha et al (hereinafter Ojha), U.S. Patent No. 6,598,026. 

Regarding to claim 19, Seymour discloses a method on an information 
processing system for automatically purchasing products without user interaction, the 
method comprising: 
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receiving, via a user dialog, information necessary to register at a plurality of 
auction sites in order to obtain access to at least two of the plurality of auction sites 
wherein each of the at least two auction sites has a separate auction database and a 
separate user interface thereto (figure 6B and column 8, lines 1 -23, the bidder agent 36 
registers at the highest rating seller site 40; column 8, lines 65-67, the unsuccessful 
bidding agent move to the next highest rating and repeats steps 402-516 in figures 6B, 
6C, i.e. the unsuccessful bidding agent continues to register at the next highest seller 
site, thus the bidding agent performs registration at a plurality of seller sites; figures 3, 5 
and column 6, line 40-column 7, line 13, each of seller site 40 has separate auction 
database and separate user interface); 

receiving, via the user dialog, at least one product purchase request for at least 
one of a product and a service (figure 4 and column 5, line 63-column 6, line 30, the 
bidder agent receives purchase request from the bidder); 

communicating with at lest one of the plurality of auction sites using the 
information necessary to access each auction database through the corresponding 
separate user interface (figure 6A and column 7, lines 20-53; the bidder agent 
communicates with the plurality of seller sites); 

determining if the product is available through the at least one of the plurality of 
auction sites, and in response to the product being available and until at least one of a 
(i) bid is accepted and (ii) time has expired for each of the at least one of the plurality of 
auction sites (column 7, lines 40-67, the bidder agent communicates with the plurality of 
seller sites to search for the seller sites having the merchandise matching with the 
merchandise requested by the bidder), performing the following: 

determining if a current bid from the auction site is below a maximum limit 
permitted, and in response to the current bid being below performing the following 
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without further user interaction: placing a new bid for the product with the auction site; 
determining if new bid has been accepted (column 7, line 54-column 8, lines 23, the 
seller site at which the approximate price estimated by the bidder, the seller sites with 
an approximate price within the range specified by the bidder being assigned the 
highest ratings, then the bidder agent moves back to the seller site which has been 
assigned the highest rating to register for bidding; column 8, lines 24-43, determining if 
the bidder agents are accepted by the seller agent). 

Seymour does not disclose in response to the new bid being accepted, canceling 
outstanding bids at other auction sites of the plurality of auction sites where at least one 
of the product and service is available or determining if time has expired for any new 
bids for a given auction site of the plurality of auction sites, and in response to the time 
expiring, canceling any outstanding bids for the given auction site. However, Ojha 
discloses in response to the new bid being accepted, canceling outstanding bids at 
other auction sites of the plurality of auction sites where at least one of the product and 
service is available (column 1 8, lines 24-61 , the buyer's outstanding bids with any 
sellers are automatically terminated when the seller accepted the buyer's bid price). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Seymour's to adopt the teaching of Ojha above for the 
purpose of eliminating the risk that the bidder fails to pursue some of those bids that 
may have higher approximate price estimated by the bidder. 

Claims 25 is written in system that have similar the limitations found in claim 19, 
as discussed above, therefore are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claim 31 is written in computer software that are parallel the limitations found in 
claim 1 9 as discussed above, therefore is rejected by the same rationale. 
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Regarding to claim 32, Seymour further discloses wherein the information 
necessary to register at a plurality of auction sites is stored in an auction profile 
database (column 8, lines 1-10, the bidder agent communicates the predetermined data 
to an auction manager located at the seller site in order to register the bidder at the 
seller site). 

Regarding to claims 33-35, Seymour further discloses wherein the information 
necessary to register at a plurality of auction sites includes protocol necessary to 
access each of the plurality of auction databases for performing a search in response to 
a purchase request, for placing a bid in response to a purchase request, for cancel a bid 
(column 5, lines 15-58, the bidder agent is intelligent agent and comprises scripts 
written in an SGML based language, the scripts define all the properties that a bidder 
may wish the agent to possess in order to act on their behalf at an auction). 

Regarding to claims 36-38, Seymour further discloses wherein the protocol 
necessary to access each of the plurality of auction databases is based on Extended 
Markup Language (XML) (column 5, lines 27-30). 

Regarding to claim 39, Seymour further discloses wherein at least one of the 
plurality of auction sites is an Internet-based web auction site (figure 3 and column 4, 
lines 10-30, the seller site 40 includes a computer terminal connected to the Internet). 

Claims 40-47 contain similar limitations found in claims 32-39 above, therefore, 
are rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 
7. Claims 19, 25, and 31-47 are rejected. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-6796. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (571) 272-6799. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3600. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(571 ) 273-0325 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Knox building, 501 Dulany 
Street, Alexandria, VA, First Floor (Receptionist). 
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